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The United States Intelligence Board has reviewed SNIE éb-Gl,
"Security Conditions in Caracas and Bogota,'" dated 7 Decerber
1961, in the light of information subsequently received (as set
forth in the Annex), and hereby reaffirms that estimate, which
1s surmarized as follows:

1. The governrments of Venezuela and Coloubla are

vitally interested in the success of the President's visit, they
will be alert to protect him from danger ¢r embarrassment, and /-
they have forces at their disposal adequate to maintain general
control of the situation. Nevertheless, there are elements in
both_countriea eager to create the appearance of popular antag-
onism toward the US and popular rejection of the Alliance for
Progress, and at the same time to discrédit their own governments.
These elerents will almost certainly take advantage of the occasion
to stoge some sort of hostille demonstration. The nntuge and effect

of these efforts will depénd in lorge measure on the immediote
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eircunstances ond the mahner in which the security forces
deal with the occaslon.

2. The object of most hostlle efforts would almost

- certainly be to subject the President arnd his party to personol

indignity rather than to physical injury, but some risk of the
latter is inherent in the e¢ircumstances. There is, of course,
a possibility of an assassination attempt by some fanatic in-

dividual or small group.

3. The situntion in Caracas could be adversely affected
by developments in the Dominican Republic, particularly if it
could be made to appear that the US was supporting the restora-

tion of rmilitary dictatorship there.

‘The significant informntion received since 7 December 1961 is

surmmarized at Annex.
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SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENTS REPCRTED SINCE 7 DECEMBER 1961

Caracas

l. The Venezuelan Govermuent has received information that
leftist opposition groups will attempt to assassinate President

Betancourt before the arrival of President Kennedy.

2. The Communist Politburo is fully agreed that strong action
i1s required on the occasion of President Kennedy's visit (but
excluding his assassination) in order to discredit the Betancourt re-
gloe and the Alliance for Progress. There is g division of opinlon
regarding vhat should be done. A nilitant faoction desires to
attack nilitary and police barracks, dynamite bridges on the
route froo the alrport to the city, block traffic, stage denon-
strations at the airport, along the route to the city, and in
slun areas, and brovoke the police to fire on youthful‘demon-
strators. Another faction apparently prefers to extémporize and

desires to limit the anount of violence involved,

3. The wave of denonstrations and violence which beéan

on 28 Noverber has dininished. Hostile agitation continues,

prineipally in the form of rainting slogans on walls and
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distributing leaflets. Acts of violence still occur, but

the poliéé appear to have the situation reasonsbly in hand.
Most of the high schools have been closed and some university
students have dispersed for the holidays. While extremist
students are reported to be planning distﬁrba.nces s the President

bas warned that the University will be promptly occupied i1f dis-
oxders beglin there.

4, The authorities responsible for meintaining security
during the President®s visit have renewed thelir amssurances s but

acknovledge that scattered and minor disturbances may occur.

5. An effort to bulld up positive popular support for the
President's vislt 1s well underway. President Detancourt, eddres-
sing the CTV (labor federation) Congress , distinguished the cir=-
cumstances of this occasion from those of Mr. Nixonts visit and
called on the mili‘bants of the cealition parties and the working
class to be on the streets to give a cordlal welcome to a President
"who represents a new thinking toward and preoccuﬁation with Latin
America rooted in the Rooseveltian Good Neighbor Policy." These
sentiments were enthuslastically applouded. The Cardinal A‘has

issued e pastoral letter calling for the avoldance of disagreeable




incidents thot would dishonor the country. The press and radio

are also calling for a warn and friendly welcome under the slogan

"Jacqueline S1, Kennedy Tarbien."

Bogota

6. The Colombian Cammunists and other extreme leftists did
not fomeﬁt any signiflcant popular manifestation agoninst the
Colombian Govermnent's breach of diplomatic relations with Cuba.
They have uﬁpcrently concluded that neither personal attacks on
President Kennedy nor large-scale demonstrations will be feasible
during the President's visit. Their plans are gpparently con~
fined primarily to painting slogans on walls and distributing

propaganda leaflets, although there is some talk of student

denonstrations.

T.. Other disaffected elepents -- e.g., the Ro;istas and the
Gaitanistes -- have apparently decided to take advantage of the
occasion to make their point by turning out in force to cheer

the President while boolng the Colomblan authoritles.




